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INTRODUCTION TO HOUSING STRATEGIES 

Demographics, income and location all play strategic roles in ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ quality of life.  Providing high 
quality housing and adequate public facilities reflect on the way residents identify with their vision, wants 
and needs for their community.  This section will look at the existing housing in Copperas Cove, along with 
evaluating and identifying strategies that the City can implement to achieve its needs.  As discussed later 
in this chapter, Copperas Cove is one of the most affordable areas to own or rent a home when compared 
to other cities in the region.  Copperas Cove has predominately single-family housing, with some 
apartments and duplexes scattered throughout the City.  Overall, the housing stock is generally in good 
condition.  The ability of the City to capitalize on affordable housing opportunities and life-style choices 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ future residential development.   

HOUSING AND NEIGHBORHOOD AREAS 

A neighborhood is often considered a blend of social communities with considerable face-to-face 
interaction among its members.  Copperas Cove is predominately made up of interwoven residential 
neighborhoods surrounded by alluring natural features.  Desirable neighborhoods are generally close to 
work, schools, shopping, churches, parks, and public services.  Copperas Cove has several charming, 
desirable neighborhoods offering a variety of housing types which may need some upgrading. 
Improvements in neighborhood conditions can be achieved through collaborative action of citizens, 
business leaders and property stakeholders. 

There are four key housing strategies outlined below that can serve to aid in the improvement of desirable 
neighborhoods in Copperas Cove: 

1. Conservation: This effort to maintain a 
home can be aided through upholding 
local regulations such as zoning, building 
and subdivision ordinances, and related 
health, safety and general welfare 
principles.  These tools can allow 
housing to be preserved and protected 
from deterioration.  The City should also 
focus on the preservation of public 
facilities such as schools, parks, and 
roadways. 

2. Rehabilitation: As of 2016, 
approximately 5% or 617 housing 
structures are considered deteriorated 
as shown in Chart 3-1.  Rehabilitation 
can be considered an area-wide 
program, and is focused on defining 
properties in need of restoration.  
Community grant programs can focus 
upon making financial assistance 
available at affordable interest rates 
and/or educational and outreach 
programs that assist property owners. 
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3. Redevelopment: Housing that has 
reached the point of being dilapidated 
must use a redevelopment strategy.  This 
strategy is only considered when the cost 
of restoring the house becomes 
impractical or economically infeasible.  
Redevelopment of rundown housing 
areas can be accomplished by capital 
investments through tax incentive 
programs such as enterprise zones or 
grant funded programs.  The 2016 
Housing Survey reveals only 72 housing 
units (less than 1%) are dilapidated. 

4. Development Guidance: Copperas Cove 
has increased its housing activity over 
the past decade.  Between the 2004 and 
the 2016 housing surveys, approximately 
2,700 new homes were added.  From 
2017 to present, 1,083 lots have been 
approved for future housing.  It is 
important that new housing follow 
subdivision regulations, building codes, 
and housing standards to maintain good 
housing conditions. Developing vacant 
land is ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
economic future. 

Chart 3-1 shows the results of previous housing surveys, and Map 3-1 visually displays the housing 
survey results.  

 
Chart 3-1: Historical Housing Conditions Comparison 
Source:  K. Friese & Associates 
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Map 3-1:  Housing Conditions 
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Map 3-2:  Housing Strategies by Area 














